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Figure C-15. Results of vegetation assessment along the transect in the Braided Reaches.
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Based on observations made at the vegetation assessment area and other sites within the Braided
Reaches, some limiting factors related to developing restoration strategies for revegetation in the
Braided Reaches include:

* Although large areas of recent alluvial deposition characterize many areas of the reaches,
these areas are re-distributed very frequently. This result is poor survival of naturally
recruited cottonwoods and willows.

* Areas lacking woody vegetation are actively eroding.

* The assessment area is frequently accessed by Kootenai River flows, indicating that
floodplain connectivity is not a limiting factor in the reaches. However, the plant community
succession processes associated with floodplain connection seem to be limited to those
areas where extensive areas of alluvial deposition have remained stable for long enough that
plant community succession can occur. Other areas of the reaches are wide and shallow with
no plant community succession occurring on deposited sediments. This could be a major
limiting factor to riparian and floodplain revegetation restoration strategies in these reaches.
This may indicate that construction of stable channel cross section may be necessary in areas
to stimulate plant community succession and long-term channel stability and associated
habitat features.
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